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CHARACTER !! 


WE have selected the above caption, in order to call attention to the charge that is 
so frequently urged against the Latter-day Saints. It is said by many, both in 
high and low places, that the doctrines of the Latter-day Saints are not so objec- 
tionable in the abstract, but their character is not praiseworthy—but even immoral, 
_ impure, and unrighteous. Let us then join issue, and meet the charge fairly and 
honorably. We do not shrink from a fair and rigid trial. We even court investi- 
gation, and boldly challenge a comparison with any other body of le of the 
same magnitude and notoriety, either in ancient or modern times. The difficulty 
is, that while our enemies prefer many heinous charges against us, they rarely ven- 
ture to appear in defence of their charges. In the first place, it does not furnish 
the least presumption that our character is bad, because that “all manner of evil 
is said against us;” for the same has been said against Jesus Christ and the 
whole body of primitive believers. It is well known that Jesus Christ was osten- 
sibly put to death for his notorious crimes; and most of ‘the prophets were slain 
for alleged crimes which were said to be so black and notorious as to render them 
unfit to live on the earth. But none of us now believe that these were 
2 : = 9 contrary we believe them to have been malicious, false, damna- 

y wi 

Mere accusations, then, are not sufficient to justify the shadow of a decision against 
us. Some proof must be furnished or we shall never plead guilty. If it is a crime 
to be at direct, settled, and immutable variance with the contradictory system of 
modern christianity, then we are guilty, and never expect to be penitent while 
eternity endures. If it is good, and pure, and virtuous fully to believe, and prac- 
tically to concur with, all the revelations that ever came from the only true and 
living God, that made the sea and dry land, then we are a „ and pure, and vir- 
tuous people. If keeping the commandments of God with all sincerity, and dili- 
gence, and sacrifice, intitles us to a good and unsullied character, then we claim a 
good in defiance of all proof to the contrary. We claim that no poorse 
of any age of the world ever — the commandments of God more faithfully 
circumstances as trying and difficult. And while it is utterly impossible for any 
man to show up any manifest discrepancy between the doctrines and ordinances of 
the Latter-day Saints, and the doctrines and ordinances of the Primitive Saints, it 
is equally impossible to show that the former have not maintained these doctrines 
and ordinances more faithfully than any other people on the face of the whole earth. 
They have maintained them by preaching the word, without purse or scrip, on 
every continent and many of the islands of the sea. They have also done it by the 
sacrifice of their homes and the allurements of business, and the ties of kindred and 
friendship. They have been driven from country to country by persecution, over 
a distance of territory unparalleled in the records of any other persecuted people. 
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That unity which Jesus sent gifts from heaven to secure has been maintained by 
them to the astonishment of even their enemies. Governor Thomas Ford once 
avowed to the writer, that he considered the,unity of the Saints so great and indisso- 
luble as to render them formidably powerful in the midst of any other people. 
And the — of the same governor to the State Legislature of Illinois, contains 
a positive exculpation of their character. Strange that an American governor, 
acting under the national motto of E pluribus unum, “all as one,” should decry — 
so cardinal a virtue. But the sweet is called bitter, and virtue, vice; and union is 
discarded for division. | 

The only true standard of character is conformity to the revealed will of God. 
When men compare themselves among themselves they are not wise. It is only 

when they compare their faith and conduct with the revelations of God that they 
are wise. If men speak not according to this standard, their is no light in them, 
‘6 to the law and the testimony.” Before men can successfully traduce and im- 
peach the character of the Latter-day Saints, they have to demolish the only bible 
standard of character. Having e to oblivion the great and distinguishing 
doctrines and ordinances of Christ and the Apostles through their traditions, they 
then begin to make war upon the Saints, and say, there goes a deluded, unrighteous, 
and immoral Latter-day Saint! But if the Saints shall do the will of God, who 
shall lay anything to their charge? Is it not enough that God shall justify them ? 
Let him that is without sin cast the first stone. | 

But let us look around a moment and see who are our accusers, and what is the 
attitude they occupy? Our accusers are indeed the devoted advocates of modern 
christianity ; but are me any better for all this? No, by no means. Modern 
christianity is a libel on the bible. It strips the bible of all that makes it savory to 
the souls of men, for this world and the next. Many of the abettors of christianity 
do this, like Paul, ignorantly in unbelief. But the evil of modern christianity 
is not lessened on account of their unbelief. The friends of modern christianity are 
the last people that should talk against the character of the Latter-day Saints ; but 
still they talk the most, and are the most virulent opposers. Of all people that 
can be named on the footstool, they have the least claim to morality, ighteousness, 
or purity of character. Be patient, and I will show you wherein they do more 
harm than any other people, the sceptic not excepted; and a more a retribu- 
tion awaits them than any other people, the heathen not excepted. I write ad- 
visedly—I know what I say. My reasons for such an imputation on their character 
are, because they make the Word of God of none effect. When God says that 
certain miraculous signs shall follow believers, they, with no higher authority than 
the opinions of men, contradict and set aside the same. When God makes solemn 
and unqualified promise that he will give the Holy Ghost to all whom he calls to 
repentance and salvation, they, by the same mere power of opinion, flatly and 
blasphemously deny,—saying, that that supernatural Holy Ghost alluded to is 
not promised, neither is it needed. | 

God says that — is for the remission of sins. Many, with no authority 
but opinion, make this saying of no effect, and say, baptism cannot remit sins ; 
some say they know their sins were remitted before they were baptized,—thereby 
“= charge the all-wise God with folly. 

God says, “ except a man be born of the water and the spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God ;” but christian coxcombs stand up and give him the lie: and 
some say the water is not needed,—and the great mass of christians say the super- 
natural spirit is not needed. But God has no spirit but a supernatural spirit; and 
if a man is not born of a supernatural spirit, that gives revelation of things — 
present, and future, he is not born of God's spirit; and if he is not born of God's 

irit, he is a child of the devil and in his sins; and if he dies in his sins, where 

ons tn. tho and prophets, 

says t e set in the church tles and and for a spe 
object which has never — been — — will be until the last Saint 
bas been born into the 2 and been perfected like unto Jesus Christ; but 
modern Christians say, in the faee of all this, they are not needed. Oh, shameful 
contempt of the authorities that God has put in his church! God has said that 
little children are members of the kingdom of heaven; modern christians, casting 


* 
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contempt upon their citizenship, and neutralizing the force of God's word, have 
the temerity and impudence to sprinkle little children for baptism, thereby showing 
them forth in the character of sinners that have need of being born of the water. 
As well might they baptize the angels that come down from glory, as little innocent 
children that know not good from evil; but the same children, when they grow up 
and transgress the laws of God, and God commands such — . to repent, the 
same they refuse to baptize. God has instituted the ordinance of healing, 
anointing with oil and laying on hands of elders; but they have discarded thi: 
ordinance and sought out many medical inventions. Millions of the human family 
have not lived out half their days, as a consequence. Awful guilt! The blood of 
millions will be found on their garments ! | 

God has explicitly shown, in the person of his Son, what kind of Being he is,— 
declaring that Christ is the brightness of his glory, and express 4 his person; 
but they have made the Word of God of none effect, by calling him a spirit that 
hath neither body, parts, nor passions,—thereby the true God is d away, and 
a mere human invention is substituted in his stead, Many other such like things, 
too numerous to mention, has modern christianity done. ow, who can think of 
these things, and entertain for a moment the baseless claim which modern christi- 
anity sets up to righteousness, morality, and purity? From the Scriptures are 
supposed to be drawn the highest and est incentives to sound morality and 
righteousness; but modern christianity has done away the great and fundamental 
truths of Scripture, as we have shown above; apostles and prophets are done away; 
a supernatural call to the priesthood is done away; the supernatural gifts of heal- 
ing, tongues, interpretation, oe seme g, which the apostolic church was never 
without, are done away; revelations, visions, dreams, and the supernatural inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, which the 33 church could not do without, are done 
away; the miraculous signs that follow believers, and by which they know that 
they are the true believers and the true kingdom of Christ, are done away; the 
ministry of angels, another very important distinguishing feature of the primitive 
dispensations, are done away. Thus we see that every exhibition of the super- 
natural power of God is done away. The alarming crisis has fully arrived when 

ut take away the supernatural power from religion and you have 
nothing but the . power left; or, in other words, the human family is afloat 
from their only safe moorings, with no guide but human wisdom, which is folly 
with God. The ancient revelations have no — to baptize—or to misister in 
the place of angels—or to anoint with oil and lay on hands for healing. However 
much good the Scriptures did in the day when they were communicated from 
heaven, no man now can dispense with the gift of the Holy Ghost any better for 
all that ; neither can he do without the ministry of angels any better for it; neither 
is it possible to get the remission of sins without an order of priesthood endowed 
with supernatural gifts, to administer baptism. 

Here we make a solemn pause and ask, what, oh what, must be the character of 
those who so unsparingly and continuously make the word of God of none effect? 
What must be the feelings of asin-avenging God to see his own word parried, 
perverted, and made of no effect in aecomplishing that salvation to which he has 
sent it? The visits of his holy angels are derided as much as they ever were by the 
Sodomites! The visions and power of the Holy Ghost are sneered at as much as 
they were on the day of pentecost! The only officers of the church by which the 
work of the ministry can be commenced or carried on, or by which the Saints can 
be brought to unity, and the body of believers be edified, are rejected, and their 
aid arrogantly disclaimed! Blush for thy character, oh thou advocate of modern 
christianity. Thou art robbing the souls of men of the most precious blessing ever 


revealed to man! Thou art taking from men, the proffered power of — 


the healing mercy of heaven the light of immediate revelation—the communion 
of angels in a day of famine, and war, and sore distress. Thou art sabstituting 
a false and strange God in the place of the true and living God. And in the midst 


of all — rebellion against God, and angels, and apostles, and prophets, and con- 


tempt of the supernatural gifts of God, thou hast the hardiliood to call thyself 
righteous and moral, and hast need of nothing! W ee ee 
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aiding, and abetting, an apostacy, whose foundation was stained with the blood of 
apostles. Thou art taking from the word of God its most sacred powers, officers, 
and ordinances, and abrogating its most'solemn and precious covenants, that have 
been purchased with the blood of Christ. Thou hast so mutilated and garbled the 
ancient gospel, for more than seventeen hundred years, and darkened the pathway 
to heaven, by commentaries and the precepts of men, that many generations have 
lived and perished under thy deceivings without God in the world. Many ages 
have witnessed the cries of countless millions that have died in your blind and 
obstinate delusion. In the absence of apostles, and spiritual, and supernatural gifts, 
thou hast proudly boasted of thy moral purity. Thou hast compared thyself with 
the heathen, and haughtily thanked God, that thou art not like the wicked heathen. 
But stop a moment. Compare Glasgow, or London, or Rome, the focal point and 
strength of modern christianity, with Pekin, or any large 1 city, and then see 
how the result stands. In the former, witness the pitif — ag and de- 
moniac drunkenness of not a few, but rather swarms of immortal beings, basking 
in the sunshine of modern christianity, in dark cellars, lanes, and avenues, where 
there is not a window above ground to lighten the gloom that follows their obscene 
revellings, or alleviate the distress of their — penury! Witness the maimed 
heads and black eyes resulting from nocturnal broils; and the tattered nudity of 
little children (for of such is the kingdom of heaven) trained up to beggary, thiev- 
ings, and obscenities too gross to be mentioned. 

Zoe that female, the primrose of creation, and “the glory of man,” gathering 
with her fingers the very horse manure that falls in the streets for a livelihood. 
Look at this picture, thou boaster of modern christianity, and find a parallel case 
of abominable degradation in idolatrous Pekin if you can? Next, walk above 
ground, and pass through the streets of the great christian city, enter the spirit 
vaults and gin shops, and see humanity outraged in features; and reason and — 
sion galloping across lots, as in a steeple chase, and the name of your s od 
bandied about like a foot-ball. At night a stranger would think as he passed the 
streets that all sexual virtue was the most notorious article of merchandize. Next, 
go to the exchange and places of merchandize where the business of buying and 
selling is transacted. There you will witness duplicity, and oily smoothness, and 
honied flattery, artfully mingled with the most deceptive bargains compared with 
which pagans are mere novices. From thence go to courts and halls of state, and 
there the spirit of invasion, oppression, conquest, and bloody ambition are more 
rife than were ever known in China. 

Again, compare the unity of the disciples of the Shaster with that of the pro- 
fessed christians of England, and the balance is . in favour of the former. 
Peace reigns more uninterruptedly (so far as our knowledge extends), among the 
former than among the latter. And as to the stability and strength of christian 
governments and institutions, they are like vessels at sea, subject to continual storms 
and tempests—pronounced unseaworthy, dismasted, sunk, wrecked, or captured by 
pirates. And to crown the climax of this most ridiculous farce, the priests of 
modern christianity stretch out their hands with surpliced gravity and Jehuic zeal, 
to arrest this fearful tendency to universal desolation and ruin. And how do they 
doit? They seek to do it with a half done-away bible, and a self-made modern- 
ized priesthood. Struggling like a horse disabled in two legs, without supernatural 

wers, to carry burthens that angels would shrink from, and the Son of God 

imself could not perform without the constant intervention and aid of the Al- 
mighty Father, they multiply seminaries and wax hot in theological combats, flutter 
with alarm, and the world into convention in order to bring about an “ evan- 
ical union.” From the days of Luther and Knox down to Ann Lee and the 
ters, there have been Reformers and Schismatics enough to make even Satan 
ashamed of a half done-away bible, and a half done-away God. Can modern 
riests reform the people or unite them with a half done-away bible and a natural 
oly Ghost, and with no better angels than Cambridge and Andover parsons? 
Shame! Shame! Can they lay claim to character who rob God of his attributes, 
and do away his word by the precepts of men? You might as well stear and stop 
locomotives when stearsmen are done away with, ind ee cannon in order to do 
execution without powder, as to think of guiding the ship of salvation without 
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or of se ag the wickedness of mankind, without the supernatural light 
and power of God! The character of modern christianity is abominable every- 
where. The very heathens are ashamed of her vices, and dread to come in con- 
tact with her polluted breath. Her drunkenness and debaucheries—her thievings 
and cheatings—her robberies and wars—her blasphemies of God and his kingdom, 
have reached the ears of Jehovah. When a few more of the servants of God have 
sealed their testimony with their blood, the shame of her nakedness will not only 
be made manifest, but she will be burned with fire. : 


CONFERENCE MINUTES. 


EDINBURGH. 


This Conference was held on Sunday the 19th March, 1848, at the usual hour, 
in the Hall, No. 2, Drummond Street. The Saints were called to order by Elder 
Menzies ; and after singing a hymn, the Meeting was constituted with prayer by 
Elder Gibson; when it was voted unanimously, on the motion of Elders Menzies 
and Waugh, That we hold Brother Gibson in confidence, as worthy to preside over 
rr his days proceedi hich 

e ident moved, er Waugh minute this day's ings; which, 
being concurred in by Elder Menzies, — in like manner. 2 

Brother Gibson, in a brief but animated address, stated, with other items, that 
during the past year upwards of 400 souls had been added to this Conference by 
baptism; and 126 of that quota were appended in the last wintry season: but now, 
that the time for the singing of birds has returned, our prospects are brighter; for 
every honest seeker after the truth as it is in Jesus, begins to notice the signs fore- 
told by our Lord, in relation to His second personal advent to this our earth, 
are literally fulfilling; and that now the judgments of God are being manifested, the 
inhabitants of the world shall learn righteousness, practically, as well as by sound- 
ness of doctrine. ee 

The officers — were 1 high priest, 16 elders, 5 priests, 7 teachers, and 
1 deacon ; and the branches were represented in the following order— 


| | 
5 
BRANCH. BY’ : 2 a 8 
Elder Waugh... 0 0 1/ 0 0 4 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Clackmannan ...... „ sharp 0 2 13 2] 96| 84 2 8] 0 o| 
Crofthead » To 39 47 9 2113 1] 04 
W Fimdiay 0 351 3] 1 52 64 1440 1] OF; 8 
Dumferline „ Hoggin . 0 2421 105 114265 673 0 0 
Edinburgh ....... Menzies 1! 7] 6] 6] 1] 143) 164 8/13; 1; 5 32183 
Falkirk ... „ Calder. 0; 27 1] OF; O 20 38335 0 1] .0] 8 
Greenla » McEwan 0; 0; O; 1] 16 
Hunterfield „ Nibley ...... 0| 2} 4] 4] 2] 7 55 46 2261 
Linlithgow .........| „ Waugh 6) 4 8 0 6| „ o 
Loch Gelley ......... » Watson 20 248 6 30 0 
Pathhead » MefFarland.e 0 2231. 1 73 8121 
Rum ford » $i FE 3 14 19; 4} 2 10 0 0 
TO 0; 0 1 11 0 5 7; 1] 6] 0 0 
Slamversmen ...... „ Tomkinsonz 0 0 0 0 0 7 JJ 
ling .. „ Gibson. or @F OF 2 17 19; 300 0 0 0 
Scattered Saints » Waugh 0; 2} 0; 0 O 36 37 00 0 0 0 0 0 
CMYSS s 1 augh 0 1120 0 26 Wt Gt Or Gee 
Total .., 1 2833 27 13 7181 820 128 44 60 15 2! 37 


The branches were all represented as being in good standing, unity and love 
prevailing, and the prospects of increase every where good. 

Resolved, on the motion voted last evening’s council of delegates, That Brother 
William Fotheringham be ordained a teacher for Clackmannan branch; Brother 
Robert Murdoch a priest in Perth, for Dundee branch; Brothers William Strang 
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and William Ross to be teachers, and Brother Robert Izett to be deacon for Dum- 
ferline branch; Brothers Colin McPherson and James Ririe to be priests in the 
Edinburgh branch: the latter to be placed in Aberdeen, under the counsel of his 
brother Elder G Ririe in that. region; Brother William Adams to be pri 
and Brother John Smith tc be teacher, in Hunterfield branch; Brother Thomas 
Watson to be a priest in Loch Gelley branch; Brother Thomas Robertson and his 
brother William Robertson to be priests, Brotber Henry Adamson to be teacher, 
and Brother Charles Duncan to be a deacon, for Pathhead branch. Those present 
. — accordingly ; but those not present to be ordained in their respective 
ranches. 
The following brethren having tendered their services to labour for the Lord, 
under the direction of the president and this eonference, it was unanimously voted, 
on the motion of Brothers Gibson and Waugh, That we sustain by our faith and 
rayers our worthy brethren Elders Hugh Findlay, and David Cook, and Priest 
Ro t Russell, as well as Brother Ephraim Tomkinson, presently in the field of 
labour, whose labours have been blest in bringing many into the kingdom of God. 
The other travelling elder, Brother Rowley, having been called in by his wife some 
time ago for her support. : 
Resolved, on the motions of Brothers Gibson and Tomkinson, That we sustain 
President Brigham Young and the twelve Apostles as the travelling high council 
and presidency of the Church in all the world; also our beloved Orson 
Spencer in his presidency over the conferences in the British Isles, &c. 
Resolved also, That we sustain all the branch presidents in this conference. 
Resolved, on the motion of President Gibson and Brother Menzies, That a vote 
of thanks is due, and hereby given, to Father Waugh, for his punctual exertions as 
Star and book agent, and for his services rendered in the arrangement of the 
branch and conference records, & . | 
Resolved, That this conference stand adjourned until the last sabbath save one in 
June next; and that the delegates meet in the house of Brother Gibson on 
Saturday evening previous, at six o clock. 
Grsson, President. 
Grorce P. Wave, Clerk. 


PRESTON 


This conference was held March 26th 1848. i 

The meeting was opened by singing and prayer. It was then moved that Elder 
G. D. Watt preside over the conference. Carried unanimously. It was moved, 
seconded, and carried, that Elder Fowley be appointed clerk. After singing the 
_ bymp on the 70th page, the president proceeded to make remarks suitable to the 

occasion, in the course of which he introduced to the notice of the conference 
Brothers A. Fielding and J. Cottam, President of the Clitheroe conference. 

The officers present were then numbered, as follows :— 

High Priests, 2; Elders, 19; Priests, 16; Teachers, 4; Deacons, 1. 

The representation of branches was then called for. 
21 Elders, 14 Priests, 6 and 3 

s. Increase of 9 since last conference tism, 2 expelled, 3 emigrated, 

and 3 dead. All in good standing except 

Kendal—41 members, 2 Elders, 5 Priests, 2 Teachers, and 1 Deacon. 7 bap- 
tized since last conference, 3 emigrated, 2 expelled,and 1 dead. In good standing, 
and the prospect flattering indeed. 

Southport—35 members, 3 Elders, 2 Priests, 1 Teacher, 1 baptized, 1 expelled, 
1 dead, 5 in doubtfal standing. 

Lapland Moss 26 members 1 Elder 1 Priest 1 Teacher In good standing 


Holme 15 99 1 99 2 99 


Longton 18 1 2 Good standing except 4 
Hunters Hill 24 „ 2 „ 2 „ 
Euxton 8 „ 2 Deacons 2 Good standing. 


The President here expressed his satisfaction that our labours had not been in 
_ vain during the last quarter, and remarked that it was a maxim of his never to 
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any to be baptized, any further than by the influence and power of the truth. 

e exhorted his brethren in the priest to store up the ag ge word of God, 
upon their memories, that the Holy Ghost may call it forth in the very hour when 
they need it, and thus throw out the net of truth and catch men. 3 
making suitable changes in the priesthood, the meeting was adjourned un- 
til 2 P NM. : 

At 2 p.m. the meeting was opened as usual by the President. After remarks 
from the stand, bread and wine was administered toa ly congregation of happy 
Saints. Elder A. Fielding remarked as follows :—That he felt it to be both an 
honour and a privilege to stand before them. He said that to appearance the 
Preston conference was not making 2 progress in adding to their numbers, but 
he did not think that any conference had done more towards fortifying and strength - 
ching themselves then this conference had, for he was sure it was in better condi- 
tion at the present time than he had ever known it to be since its organization. 
He then spoke at some length to those who had the priesthood, and to those who 
were about to receive it, and exhorted them in the name of the Lord to be stead- 
fast in the cause of God, to be wise and humble. | 

Elder Cottam then spoke in a manner that made every heart glad, and every 
countenance shine with joy. ee 
Elder J. Parkinson, our SrAR agent, was then called upon to give an account of 
his stewardship, and state how his affairs stood, in a pecuniary point of view, with 
the office at Liverpool. He stated that nothing of any consequence was owing, but 
that when he had received a few trifling sums that was then due to him, he would 
be able to settle up his accounts. It was moved and carried that Brother Parkin- 
son be continued our agent. 

After ordaining those who had been nominated in the forenoon, and confirming 
three, the conference adjourned until half-past six. 

The evening meeting was opened as usual by the president, after which the time 
was improved by Brothers Fielding and Cottam, who laid down, by the power and 
— the spirit of truth, the principles of salvation to the Saints and to the 
world. 

Thus passed one of the happiest 7 of our lives, and one that will never be 
erased from the memory, every soul forgot his care, and seemed to be swallowed 


up in the spirit of union and G. D. Wart, President 
Joun Clerk. 


MANCHESTER. 


This conference convened in the city Music-hall, Camp-field, on April 30th, 1848, 
at ten O clock a.m. The meeting was opened by singing and prayer. : 

Elder James Walker then 2 that Elder Richard Cook preside over this 
conference; Elder Barnes seconded the motion, and it was carried unanimously. 

William Hulme was then voted to act as clerk. ; 

The president then called for the representation of the various branches, which 
was given as follows:—Total number of members, 1853; elders, 76; priests, 131 ; 
teachers, 64; deacons, 35. Since the conference in Dec. 1847, there have been 
273 baptized, 42 cut off, 35 emigrated, and 11 died: also, a branch at Bullhill had 
been organized. | | . 

1 It was moved, seconded, and unanimously voted, that a branch be organized at 


hroughout the whole of the branches, which are 3 in number, there 


seems to be a lively and * spirit to proclaim the principles of the everlasting 


gospel to the people; and though some professing christians strenuously oppose, 
there are many giving heed to the teachings of the officers; and the prospects of a 
numerous ingathering are cheering and encouraging. : . 

The Saints are united, rejoicing in the truth, and enjoying the gifts and blessings 
in rich profusion,—love, joy, and union generally prevail; and though there are a 
few who have not adhered to counsel, even some of these are beginning to see their 
error, 


* 
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The President informed the officers that there was some business that required 
them to meet in council during the noon interval, and the meeting was adjourned 
in the usual form until half-past two o’clock p.m. | 

AFTERNOON.—The meeting being opened by singing and prayer, the President 
rose to notify the result of the business of the council that was held during the 
noon interval, and stated that it was to investigate the conduct of Brother Alfred 
Shaw, who had been appointed as the MILLENNIAL Stak and Book agent for this 
conference. It was clearly proved that he was guilty of embezzling property which 
belonged to this church, to the amount of £30, and that his conduct manifested 
dishonesty ; therefore the council agreed to cut him off from this church, and those 
Saints who were inclined to sanction that Brother Alfred Shaw be cut off, would 
manifest the same by a show of hands. The vote was unanimous. 

The President then declared that Alfred Shaw was no longer a member of this 
church; and considered that this case was similar to that of Judas, for the latter 
sold his Lord for thirty pieces of silver, while the former lost his title to the king- 
dom of God for £30. The conference had pled itself to be responsible in 
pounds shillings and pence, for the due payment of the money for Stars, &c., to 
the office at Liverpool, therefore the officers agreed to collect the money within the 
space of four weeks, and remit it to Elder James Walker. 

The Saints k of bread and wine, in remembrance of the Lord’s death ; and 
after the choir had sung a hymn, the President recommended Elder Jas. Walker 
as a worthy character; and it was moved, seconded, and unanimously voted, that 
Elder James Walker be appointed as the MILLENNIAL StaR and Book agent for 
this conference. | | 

President Orson Spencer stated that the conduct of Alfred Shaw required: the 
item in No. IX. Star of the present volume, ee ee the agents’ books being 
audited and reported quarterly; he further remarked, that e STAR agency is 
becoming important, on account of the agent having a considerable amount of 
property in trust; and as the conference is responsible for the payment of the 
money, he advised that the council of the branch where the agent is recognized, do 
audit the agents’ accounts every month, and make them manifest at the quar- 
terly conference. He would further say to the agents, that it is unwise to for 
many more Stars than are likely to be sold, after the first five or six numbers of a 
volume are issued, on account of the difficulty it may produce, by embarrassing the 
office with a great number of returned Stars, that might probably have been sold 
if they had not been sent to the agent. | 

It was then moved, seconded, and unanimously voted, that Brothers James 
Whitehead, of Oldham; William Thorley, of Stockport; and Thomas Stell, of 
Manchester, be ordained to the office of elder: also, that Brothers Robert Redford, 
of Whitefield; Richard Greenalch, of Mosley Common; John Bowie, of Stock- 
ports William Hafflic, of Leigh; James in and Joseph Holt, of Radcliffe ; 

uel Hawthorn Whaite, Bobert Alexander, William Armour, Robert Night- 
ingale, and Brother Manners, of Manchester, be ordained to the office of priest: and 
that Brother John Stones, of Mosley Common, be ordained to the office of teacher. 
The census of the officers present consisted of 2 high priests, 1 patriarch, 47 
elders, 58 priests, 33 teachers, and 11 deacons. | 

At the request of the President, Elder Cruok addressed the congregation a short 
time, in his customary diverting style. | 

It was then moved, seconded, and unanimously voted, that this conference 

hold Brother Brigham Young and his councillors as the presidency of the whole 
charch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on earth; also, that we uphold the 
Twelve Apostles of this church by our faith, prayers, and every good thing; like- 
wise, that we uphold and sustain Brother Orson Spencer as the president of the 
church in the British isles, by every good means that are in our power; and that 
we uphold Brother Richard Cook as the president of the Manchester conference. 

The meeting was dismissed by singing and prayer. | 

Evenine.—The meeting being opened in the usual form, President Orson 
Spencer addressed the audience from the words, To as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God.” His remarks were truly edifying - 
and cheering to the Saints, and were calculated to stimulate them to persevere in 
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every good work: and to those who had not obeyed the gospel, his words were 
quick, powerful, effective, and persuasive, to lead them to obey the requirements 
of the gospel, so that by receiving Jesus and yielding obedience to the laws of 
adoption, and abiding in the faith, we not only receive the power whereby we may 
become sons of God, but be exalted to live and reign with Christ, and ultimatel 
receive power and honour and glory, even as Jesus was exalted to be a prince 
a Saviour. 

. The meeting being dismissed by singing and prayer, the Saints returned to their 
habitations, rejoicing in the Lord. 


RionaRnD Cook, President. 
Olerk. 
The Tatter⸗ day Saints Millennial Star. 


— — 


JULY 1, 1848. 


We have not used our columns of late in the way of saying much concerning the 
political condition of the nations. One thing is conspicuous in all the political 
journals of the day—wars and rumours of wars! These are classed with such 
things as abdications of crowned heads, daring emeutes, conspiracies, riots, confe- 
derations, Repeal meetings, Chartism, and National Reform Associations. We 
are sometimes at a loss whether to use ridicule or pity towards the condition of 
Christian Europe. All the nations of Europe profess modern christianity. The 
great ocean is rarely more ruffled or tumultuous than the moral and political con- 
dition of priest-ridden Europe. Anarchy, and the violent eruptions of the people, 
frequently occur in all these christian governments. The profligacy, ambition, and 
oppression of the rulers have at length descended from the head to the inferior ex- 
tremities of society. Society is corrupted in every branch. The head is sick and 
the heart is faint, and the limbs are dropsical or palsied. Wounds and bruises and 
putrifying sores, in the language of the prophet, pervade the body social. The 
dethroning of sovereigns and the radical changes of long-tried governments have 
become a matter of every day talk. All are agreed that, in every government, 
something ought to be done. Many, reduced to the most insupportable extremity 
of want and wretchedness, are saying, and practically declaring that something 
must and shall be done. Factious partizans and aspirants to power are forming 
artful plans to displace existing incumbents in office, and ride into power on the 
mountain wave of popular reform. Secret clubs are organizing and discussing 
topics that affect the yreat platform of the moral and social fabric. The experi- 
ments of modern christianity, as a conservative power upon society, have been tried 
time and again, long and diligently, but all tono purpose. Princes and rulers have 
put to their helping hand. The rich treasuries of kingdoms have been poured into 

the lap of so-called christianity, in order to unite, ameliorate, and save the nations. 
Colleges have contributed their erudition, and orators have exhausted their eloquence. 
But all in vain. The world has continued to grow worse and worse under the | 
treatment of the religious doctors of modern christianity. It is of no use for one 
sect or denomination to accuse another, and palm the degeneracy and wickedness of 
mankind upon heretical bodies of people. The evils of universal contentions, abo- 
minable corruptions, and infinite divisions (political, social, and religious) still exist. 
And that which we complain of is, that there is not sufficient virtue and energy in 
all the discrepant religions of Christendom to remove these evils. The trial has 
been long and faithfully made under advantageous circumstances, and still the moral 
and political tendency of society is retrogade. The present aspect of the christian 
nations is more fearful and ominous of the complete bankruptcy of all society, than 
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has been furnished probably for the last eighteen centuries. Now, the inference 
which we draw is, that the true and living God, whose wisdom and power are 
supernatural and fully adequate to reform mankind, is not indeed the mover and 
supporter of modern christianity. Better things might be expected of any system 
of which He is the living Head and active Governor. Let the nations return unto 
God, and the power of primitive christianity be restored, and the world will be re- 
generated. Let men return unto God, even the true God, and keep his command- 
ments as aforetime, then shall the nations learn war no more, and the earth shall 


enjoy its Sabbath of rest. 


Ixbiax DisTURBANCES.—Serious accounts of Indian depredations are passing 
through many of the newspapers of the day. The letters of Elder Woodruff, pub- 
lished in our last Star, and of Elder Richards, and others, (the latter dated St. 
Louis, May 9th,) represent all things prosperous at Salt Lake and the Bluffs. 

It is true that at the date of our last advices from Council Bluffs, messengers — 
were daily expected from Salt Lake. These messengers may have brought the 
painful news of Indian hostility towards our people at the Salt Lake. If so, we 
_ shall soon be advised of the fact with its details. However, there are so many false 
reports, (like that of the Mormons eating their fellows,) and so many that love to 
publish the calamities of the Saints, saying, “ Aha, so would we have it: Where is 
now thy God ?” that we do well to suspend a decisive judgment till we have a better 
knowledge of facts. : 

The Indians, wronged and driven from one side of the Continent to the other, 
and finding the near approach of the white colonies to be indicative of their utter 
and complete extermination from off the earth, have become very jealous of the 
new settlers. It appears from the American papers that the Gentile missionaries 
have been massacred, and other white colonies in Upper California and Oregon 
have been annoyed with a view to prevent their settlement in that vast country. 
Lieutenant Warner of the United States forces had visited our people at Salt Lake 
for the purpose of getting assistance to protect other colonies. And it is not im- 

ible that, in the general assault of the Indians against the whites, our people 
— been mistaken by them to be their common enemy, and suffered in some mea- 
sure, we hope not, however, to any considerable extent. And we trust that a 
timely explanation to them, on our part, of our pacific and amicable designs will 
establish and perpetuate the best feelings of union and friendship hereafter. The 
President of the United States has recommended to Congress that an efficient 
army be sent there to protect the white colonies. : 
The great God is hastening the redemption of his people, and giving them a 
name to live amorg the nations of the earth, whether by prosperity or adversity,— 
whether by life or by death. If God be glorified, and salvation be extended to all 
who will receive it, we will rejoice even that we are accounted worthy to suffer in 
such a glorious cause. | ? 

We subjoin an extract from Elder F. D. Richard’s letter :— 


We deplore most deeply the death of our Beloved brother M. Sirrine. He was a 
| valuable man, and has wrought a good and great work in the ministry, and very many, 
both in this country and America, will feel deeply his loss. He will reap a rich reward 
for his faithfulness. His health began to decline while presiding over Manchester 
Conference, and continued to his death. The first wife’s children, now orphan’s indeed, 
will experience the sympathy and prayers of the just, and of those who have enjoyed 
the labours of this worthy but now de Saint. The remaining widow and child 
are tasting the bitter cup of this heavy vement. May God bless them for ever- 


* 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


On board the steamer “ Mameluke,” 
St. Louis, May 1st, 1848, 


Dearly beloved President Spencer,—This is indeed the first convenient oppor- 
tunity I have found of informing you of our safe arrival over the sea. We were 
thirteen days tossed violently about in the channel and Irish sea. The whole 
company were quite sea-sick, — Brothers Wheelock and Samuel, and Mother 
Kerr, who by their exertions, coupled with the kindness of Captain Wm. M‘Kenzie, 
greatly ameliorated our condition. | 


On Sunday, Feb. 27th, we were beating off Milford, and it was proposed by the 
captain, if the weather did not change, to put into haven the next day; but we 
succeeded in clearing the Cape, and standing out to sea. Sometimes we ran so 
close upon rocks and shoals, that the captain put on all the sail the Carnatic” 
could bear, which made her roll and wallow in the seas with apparent madness, and 
thereby barely escaped the thereatned danger. This was the roughest part of all 
the voyage, and took such an effect upon us, our boxes, barrels, &c., as led us to 
watch, and leave it mostly to those who were on the land to pray. 3 


As soon as the elements and our healths would permit, we were organized into 

such divisious as equalized the labour of Se ig a fires, receiving water, 
maintaining watch, &c., each day of the week. is was done by the men. We 
had our regular hours for prayer; also meetings on the sabbaths. We had 
some precious seasons, and once administered the sacrament. The captain, upon 
finding us diligent to observe good order, laid aside the rigid formality of ship 
rules, and granted us every comfort and convenience which we could enjoy, or he 
bestow, on shipboard ; indeed he studied our happiness with the care of a father, 
bringing and sending dainties from his own table to such of the company as were 
most sea-sick ; admitting us on the quarter and poop decks; into the cabin; com- 
mitted the ship’s medicine chest unto my charge; and allowed the females free 
access to the water closet ; and when we came to warm latitudes, prepared shower 
and other baths, which conduced much to the health and comfort of the company. 
In short, had he been a Saint, I do not see how he could have granted us greater 
liberties, or indu in more familiarity with us, and maintain the dignity of his 
command over all on shipboard. Let me here mention his kindness to me. On 
the 26th of March, when I had become so reduced as to be unable to dress and go 
on deck alone, he offered me his own berth and state room, and seat at his table. 
Reluctant to accept this too generous offer, the first and second mates offered me 
their rooms. I — the latter, and immediately began to recover; so that 
when we arrived in New Orleans, on the 19th of April, my health was again quite 
comfortable. When I was ready to pay for these distinguished favours, his charge 
was, an interest in my prayers, that he and his 1 be gathered with us into 
the kingdom of God.“ He gave us the parting with tears; and the crew 
bestowed three cheers. Let the prayers and blessings of the faithful be for him 
and his; for while he called us brethren, he treated us as such. 


We passed between the Azores and main land, and entered into the region of 
trade-wind influence on the 16th of March. It is worthy of note, that during our 
whole passage we experienced nothing like any trade-winds, but, on the contrary, 
they were mostly from the points of compass varying between west and — 
The captain said he never knew the like before. I view it as one of the changes of 
the last days, for the perplexity of such as go down to the sea in ships. 


As we od into warmer weather, Father Young appeared to fail daily, not- 
withstanding the diligent attention which was paid to him. He did not seem to 
have any particular disease, but was sometimes troubled with cramping, insomuch 
that on the 21st March we anointed and pos for him; he was immediately 
relieved, and comparatively comfortable; still failing however, until he was again 
distressed with cramping, and when not, lay quite insensible. The weather was 
now very warm, and all hope of his surviving the passage, with any comfort to 
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himself or any one else, had fled. The Saints and elders felt as I did, that it was 
best to commend his spirit to God, which was done with solemn prayer and layin 
on of hands, on the evening of the 30th, and at fifteen minutes past nine he fell 

. We desired to bring his body, and bury it among the Saints; but the 
officers of the ship assured us we should not be permitted to pass the Balize with 
the corpse on board, and the company became resigned to a burial at sea. After 
being neatly laid out, his corpse was enclosed in a new piece of strong canvas, a 
great weight of stone coal, enclosed in strong canvas, was attached to the feet, 
and at forty minutes past six o’clock on the morning of the 31st, Father James 
Young was buried in latitude 19° 10’ north, and longitude 58° 40’. The water 
was so still, that the corpse was seen as it sank at a great depth. 

Sister Emery, from Doncaster, has been somewhat afflicted with the scald-head; - 
and Sister Edwards, from the Birmingham conference, has been feeble and declining 
ee health; otherwise the company have been, and now are, healthy, save sea- 
sickness. 

Cleanliness and ventilation are indi ible to the health of any company of 
emigrants passing into so warm a latitude. We were as low as 13° north of the 
Equator. Another im nt contingency is (since the salvation of precious souls 
is the primary object of our emigration), each adult person should be supplied with 
four instead of — quarts of water per day, and put up in sweet and healthy 
casks. When a protracted passage renders it necessary to reduce the quantity of 
water to two quarts, and even three pints, per day, as was the case with us, it is 
very uncomfortable, if not wnhealthy, in the torrid zone. . 

We passed into the Caribean sea between the islands of Antigua and Guadaloupe 
on Sunday 2nd of April. We passed Cape St. Antonio (Isle of Cuba), on the 13th 
of April, and on Monday 17th about 3 p.m., Captain M‘Kenzie, Brother Cahoon, 
and myself went on to foretopsail yard, in search of Balize, and by the aid of 
the glass readily saw the light house and steamers plying to and fro. | 

On our arrival at New Orleans, we found Elder L. N. Scovil was watching for 
us, who immediately came on board, which very much cheered us all. By diligent 
exertion we were cleared and on board this boat in three days. Captain M‘Kenzie 
had taken out a permit from the house of Customs for the luggage of seventy fa- 
milies to be passed to the officer on board, with whom I made a favourable acquaint- 
ance. He treated us with much respect, and not a box, barrel, or parcel of any 
kind whatever was required to be examined; and lest we might wish to clear the 
oe when he was not on board, he gave me a certificate of clearance for my compan 
and all that belonged to them. us even to this moment has the Lord our God 
seemed to prepare all things before us on this e. Here let me say it is of 
vast importance to all concerned, that good and faithful men have charge of compa- 
nies coming out, who will exert a savory influence, not only with the Saints in 
aaa but save pounds in value, and prevent the — * of many good 


Our intire oompany left New Orleans on Sunday 3 April 23rd, and arri- 
ved here in the aſternoon of Sunday the 30th, not quite eight days out, and just at 
the time of closing our meeting, which Captain Coolidge, with his brother and sis- 
ter, and other cabin passengers, attended. They also have been very kind to us, 
and are now permitting us to remain on board till we can contract with another 
boat to take us up the river. | | 

We are afflicted by the death of Elder M. Sirrine, whose widow is now in this 
city, and designs to accompany us to Winter Quarters. He died on his way here 
on board the steamer Niagara, on the 20th of April, just before they had reached 
the mouth of the river Ohio, of consumption. remains will be taken to Winter 
Quarters for burial. Brother Felt and the Saints in this _ are doing well ; 
they have a chapel and enjoy much of the spirit of God. The council is for none 
to stop here who have the means to go to the Potowatamie lands. This is import- 
ant to the welfare of the British Saints. 

About a fortnight ago some 200 Saints left this place with elders Amasa Lyman, 
E. T. Benson, and Erastus Snow on the steamer Mandan, for Winter Quarters. 
When about 150 miles up, run against a snag, and were obliged to discharge freight 
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and passengers, and return to this place to repair, which was accomplished and the 
boat again started up last Wednesday. | 2 

The latest news from the camp is all very favourable. The government of Iowa 
have granted a county of land to the Saints, called Potowatamie county, and the 
general government has created a post office, Evan M. Green post master—the correct 
address to which is Kane, Potowatamie County, Iowa, via St. Joseph's, Missouri.“ 
The officers of this new county were to have been elected on the 3rd day of April. 


f Steamer, Mustang, May 9. 
We have at length contracted with Captain Patterson of this boat, to land us at 
Winter Quarters for a guinea a-piece over twelve years, and 100lbs of luggage 
allowed each person, all over that is to be paid 4s. 2d. per 100. | 
During the past week a company of Saints arrived here from Western New York 
(Batavia), eleven in number, also the company which came in the Sailor Prince, 
with Brothers Martin and Scovil. Such of them as can are going up with us. 
Elder Wheelock and most of those who came from Birmingham will find it needful 
to stop in St. Louis for a while; they are all in gore health. Elders Robins and 
M‘Kenzie have returned from Camp with much cheering news and interesting 
letters from the Salt Lake city. Elders Orson Pratt, and Levi Richards with their 
families, are expecting to start soon for England, also a goodly number of other 
men to aid in the glorious work, some of whom are now on their way. | 
Our present company, who still call me their president, numbers about 150, and 
consists of — from different parts of the United States as well as the old 
country. I am indeed surprised to find such kind and generous treatment as we 
have received on these rivers, and am assured that the state of public feeling towards 
us is very much modified, and business men in St. Louis, as well as masters of ves- 
sels, are seeking to obtain our business, which is already an advantage to us, and if 
judiciously conducted will prove a lasting aid in the gathering, and profit to them. 
We are permitted to ag our meetings for prayer and instruction at our own op- 
tion on this boat, as hitherto, and cers join with us with all becoming 


respect. 
deo, Brother Spencer, I have watched over this company with my utmost dili- 
nce. My counsellors have efficiently co-operated with me. In so doing we have 
one it in view of the worth of precious souls; and I firmly believe no company of 
Saints has ever crossed the Atlantic with less disorder, disaffection, or complaining, 
or with more of a salutary bappy influence exerted upon all people, under all cir- 
cumstances, which have surrounded us: for all this I feel thankful, indeed, to my 
heavenly Father, and believe it will be comforting to you and the Saints generally, 
in Britain, to know of it. We are thankful for their faith and fervent prayers, the 
benefits of which we have richly realized. When * come out may they, as we 
have been, be led forth in much mercy, and be spared the many evils too often con- 
nected with such a journey. 
Brother Cahoon returns thanks for your kind letter received here, and in view of 
our receiving this thought it best to defer writing till we had seen your children. 
e have not Tad a word from them yet, but we rejoice in the hope of seeing them 
con and our dear kinsfolk. Brother Samuel, Brother Scovil, and my counsellors 
join with me in sentiments of high esteem towards yourself and family, and wish. 
you every p rity and happiness in accelerating the s of the work; and max 
the blessings of God and good men abound unto all such as have ministered to our 
wants, or may, to yours and all the faithful. : 


Farewell, as ever, your fellow servants for righteousness sake, 
F. D. RicHARDSs, A. CaHoon, 


C. H. S. W. RicHagrps. 


* 


Cambridge, June 6, 1848. 
Dear President Spencer,—As regards Cambridge, you can form no idea of such a 
place, unless you have seen ‘one, its simile. To one whose mind is fettered with secta- 


rianism and never heard the principles of truth, it would be looked upon as the shrine 
of sacred trophies ; the place would seem consecrated as the zealot walked up Emanuel 
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Street, and Emanuel Lane, and Jesus Place, and Christ’s Places, and all such names 
as these attached tothe streets, lanes, and fields, besides 17 large colleges called by the 
most sacred names, emersed in them. There are about five thousand collegians 
marching about the streets with black gowns on, and four-squared hats upon their 
heads. But oh, dear Brother Spencer, however hallowed it may appear to them, 
it looks the opposite to me, for it is the maelstrom of pollution, and — I see the 
most hideous features of apostacy, distorted as if the arch-fiend had begotten them 
in his own likeness. My feeble pen cannot write the repugnance I feel at the 
sight, the fair name of Jesus is taken into the most unhallowed . 5 of men that 
have ruined hundreds of the fair sex that throng these streets. horedom and 
corruption are characteristics of those who walk about in the sacred costume 
of religion. My heart sickens. I could write a volume about these things. You 
will see from what I have said that almost all the populace of Cambridge are de- 
ndent on these men, but although this is the case, I am not the least daunted ; I 
o not fear all the learning of Cambridge, but I have wished to commence my la- 
bours in a wise manner, so I have been quiet, looking about the town for a place to 
h in, for I thought if I preached in the streets, they would immediately ap- 
rize each other that a Mormon had come, and they have so much influence with 
the people, that I could not get a place, so I have been quiet in the town until I 
have at last got a school-room to preach in; it is but small, but it may do at pre- 
sent. I have taken it for a quarter. I commence to lecture next Tuesday week. 
I want you to be so kind as to send me three thousand invitations, and I will com- 
mence my attack that way. I shall have some hard fighting, but I know that he 
that is for me, is more than all they that are against me, and upon his spirit I de- 
pend. : I am as ever, : 


THOS. BnapsnAw. 


CIVILISATION UNVEILED AND CHRISTIAN HYPOCRITES UNMASKED BT 
| NATURES CHILDREN. 


Both Ojibbeway and Ioways were frequently beset by — — persons who 
wished to convert them. On one occasion they answered as follows :— 

‘My friends, we feel thankful for the information and advice which you come to 
give us; for we know you are good men and sincere, and that we are like children, 
and stand in need of advice. 3 

We have listened to your words, and have no fault to find with them. We have 
heard the same words in our own country, where there have been many white people 
to speak them, and our ears have never been shut against them. 

‘ We have tried to understand white man’s religion, but we cannot—it is medicine 
to us, and we think we have no need of it. Our religion is simple, and the Great 
Spirit who gave it to us has taught us all how to understand it. We believe that 
the Great Spirit made our religion for us and white man’s religion for white men. 
Their sins we believe are much greater than ours, and perhaps the Great Spirit has 


thought it best, therefore, to give them a different religion.’ 


This was the view of the Ojibbeways. At Glasgow the patience of the Ioways 
was exhausted, and even Indian politeness gave way. 

‘They were introduced to the Indians and their object explained by Jeffery. 
The war-chief then said to them, as he was sitting on the floor in a corner of the 
room, that he did nat see any necessity of their talking at all; for all they would 
have to say they had heard from much more intelligent-looking men than they 
were in London and in other places, and they had given their answers at full length, 
which Chippehola (Mr Catlin) had written all down. 

Now, my friends, said he, ‘I will tell you, that when we first came over to 
this country, we thought that yon had so many preachers, so many to read and ex- 

lain the good book, we should find the white people all good and sober people; 
ae find this was all a mistake. When we first came over 
we thought that white man’s religion would make all people good, and we then 
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would have been glad to talk with you; but now we cannot say that we like to do 
it any more. 5 
* * * * 
My friends, I am willing to talk with you if it can do any good to the hundreds 
and 83 and hungry people that we see in your streets every day when 
we ride out. e see hundreds of little children with their naked feet in the snow ; 
and we pity them, for we know they are hungry, and we give them money eve 
time we pass by them. In four days we have given twenty dollars to hungry chil- 
_ dren—we give our money only to children. e are told that the fathers of these 
children are in the houses where they sell fire-water, and are drunk, and in their 
words they every moment abuse and insult the Great Spirit. You talk about send- 
ing black-coats among the Indians: now we have no sueh poor children among us; 
we have no such drunkards, or people who abuse the Great Spirit. Indians dare 
not do so. They pray to the Great Spirit, and he is kind to them. Now we think 
it would be better for your teachers al to stay at home, and go to work right here 
in your own streets, where all your good work is wanted. This is my advice. I 
would rather not say any more. (To this all respond, How, how, how.“ 


— — — 


AFFAIRS OF YUCATAN, 


We extract the following from the Weekly Herald of June 7 :— 

The condition of Yucatan ia desperate—the massacre of women and children, the 
destruction of every kind, in the most bloody and formidable manner! No hope is 
left but in a speedy and efficacious assistance of the United States. We ask for 
arms and amunition in the first place. We have not now the means to buy those 
articles ; and when these means were before at our disposal, in the beginning of this 
struggle, were notified by the agents of the government of the United States, and 
seriously threatened, should we introduce arms and ammunition in the country. 
You can see all these facts in the documents sent to the Senate by the President.— 
The worst of all is, that the accumulation of thousands of sons in Merida and 
Campeachy, where all the resources of the country are in the hands of the barba- 
rians, has began to produce consequent misery and starvation. My countrymen 
have not arms, nor amunition, nor food. Can they defend themselves? In the 
name of humanity, freedom, and civilisation, please you, gentlemen, to publish these 


facts, using my name if you wish. | 
I am yours respectfully, 
| Justo 


VARIETIES. 


ProturE oF Society.—If you should see a flock of pigeons in a field of corn, 
and if, instead of each picking where and what it liked, taking just as much as it, 
wanted and no more, you should see ninety-nine gathering all they got in a heap, 
reserving nothing for themselves but the chaff and the refuse, keeping this heap for 
one, and that, perhaps, the weakest and worst pigeon of the flock, sitting round and 
looking on quietly, whilst this one was devouring, throwing about, and wasting it ; 
and if a pigeon more hardy or hungry than the rest touched a aire of the hoard, 
all the others flying upon it and tearing it to pieces,—if you should see this, you 
would see nothing more than what is ee, day practised and established among 
men. Among men you see the ninety and nine toiling and seraping together a 
a heap of superfluities for one, and this one, too, oftentimes the feeblest and worst 
of the whole set—a child, a madman, a knave, or a fool—getting nothing for them- 
selves all the while but a little of the coarsest of the provision which their own 
industry produces, looking quietly on while they see the fruits of all their labour 
spent or spoiled, and if one of the members take or touch a particle of the hoard, 
e others joining against and hanging him for the theft.—Paley. 
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